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NAME    DATE    CLASS 

Manifest Destiny

What Do You Know?

Anticipation Guide

Directions: Read each statement. If you agree with a 
statement, write a √ on the A. If you disagree with the 
statement, write a √ on the D. Be ready to explain your choices.

Before 
You Read

Agree/Disagree
Statement

After 
You Read

Agree/Disagree

A   D  1. At one time four different nations 
claimed the area that is now Oregon. A   D

A   D
 2. “Manifest Destiny” meant that the 

United States should occupy the land 
all the way to the Pacific Ocean.

A   D

A   D  3. The first merchants in Oregon 
Country were gold miners. A   D

A   D  4. President James K. Polk did not think 
that Americans should move west. A   D

A   D  5. Florida and California once belonged 
to Spain. A   D

A   D  6. Texas was once a separate country. A   D

A   D
 7. The United States and Mexico went 

to war over where the California 
border would be.

A   D

A   D  8. The Santa Fe Trail led to New 
Mexico. A   D

A   D  9. California’s population increased 
when oil was discovered there. A   D

A   D
 10. At one time, Mormons believed 

that a man could have more than 
one wife.

A   D

A   D  11. The Mormons turned a harsh desert 
into a successful farming community. A   D
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