Date Entered

I am a(n)...

Engagement

Need for
Engagement

Understand HS
Rec

Understand K8
Rec

Understand
Timing

Additional ?

11/15/19 3:34 PM

Parent/Caregiver

Active engagement
(attended at least one of
the community meetings
OR provided feedback
through the website)

Strongly Disagree

Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

| feel that lowa Maple got a raw deal. The board make sure all the schools on the west side was
update and got all all they need to make it grow , lowa Maple never ever got any support or assist
from the CMSD Board. parents lose all confidence because of the lack of support. there are many
children in the area but due to the lack of support and finding out why charter schools are taking
CMSD children. | am very disappointed. Collionwood is giving a 2 chance and New Tech to
remain open indefinitely is a slap in the community face. | feel this area has been discriminated
and the west side highly praised and The CMSD board didnt even come to the schools to ask why
or what can they do .

11/15/19 8:33 AM

Community Partner

Active engagement
(attended at least one of
the community meetings
OR provided feedback
through the website)

Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree

Agree

For those of us who currently work and serve in schools and are partnered with CMSD - what do
these recommendations mean for us? | completely understand the need for these changes, and for
the most part, I'm fully on-board. However, there has been no mention of how Say Yes and current
community partners (i.e. non-profit agencies) will fold into these changes, specifically the High
School recommendations. | would suggest having townhall meetings with your valued community
partners (i.e. current non-profit agencies that you work with) and sharing how you envision these
changes impacting our operations and program delivery, if at all. Again, | think these
recommendations are needed, and | value the process the district has undergone to ensure the
success of our students. However, please communicate with your current community partners and
wraparound agencies directly about these proposed changes. We will also be directly impacted by
these recommendations. Thank you!

11/15/19 7:15 AM

Parent/Caregiver

Extensive engagement
(attended at least one of
the community meetings
AND spent time on the
website)

Strongly Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Wow so they'll be school closing and schools closing trying to merge all the schools into east Tech
that’s insane these children have been through enough and the different personalities and different
hoods coming together it's going to be something to see and just when they were doing better
things they’ll be uprooted and moved again




From: Ron Soeder -

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 1:56 PM
To: Houser, Michael <Michael.Houser@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: Letter in support of Washington Park

Dear Michael,

| know you are getting a lot of these letters but | am hoping that you could circulate my letter to
Ann Bingham and Eric Gordon.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks

Ron Soeder

President & CEQ

Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland
Interim CEQ

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio

6114 Broadwai Ave. ‘ Clevelandi OH 44127

http://www.clevekids.org
LC Class of 2012-Raising the Bar

Please help our kids by making a donation htips://donate.clevekids.org

Our mission is to inspire and enable those young people who need us most to reach their full
potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.



November 18, 2019

Ms. Anne Bingham

Chairwoman, Cleveland Metropolitan School District
1111 Superior Ave.

Cleveland, Ohio 44114

RE: Proposed Closure, Washington Park Environmental Studies

Dear Chairwoman Bingham:

We at Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland object to the proposed closing of Washington Park
Environmental Studies High School, and we request the opportunity for our community leaders
to meet with Superintendent Eric Gordon and his team to develop and implement a plan to
identify how this school can most effectively and equitably serve Cleveland Metropolitan School
District students and their families.

Our neighborhood has had a strong and mutual relationship with CMSD, primarily through the
Third Federal Foundation-led Slavic Village P-16. We have been steadfast and faithful partners
of CMSD and have dedicated the work of over seventy neighborhood partners to create a
neighborhood environment conducive to educational excellence for every student. Boys & Girls
Clubs of Cleveland itself has adapted our programs to have a stronger focus on urban farming
and outdoor learning so that our young people gain critical skills and jobs in the afterschool
space. Students at Washington park are a focus for these jobs. We have involved our CMSD
schools and CMSD leadership at every step of this journey. Our last two Youth of the Year
winners, Frank Austin and Tamara Thomas were graduates from Washington Park and
advocated for youth in Slavic Village.

Other neighborhoods, such as Tremont and Collinwood, have responded to proposed closures
with promises of organizing their community. Slavic Village has been organized around
education for over a decade. We ask that we are afforded the same consideration to work with
CMSD to make our school facilities assets that benefit our students and neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Ron Soeder
President & CEO
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland



Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 4:19 PM
To: Houser, Michael <Michael.Houser@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Cc: 'Tony Brancatelli’ ; Chris Alvarado

; Earl pike
I R on Soeder
(I <
Marlane Weslian <}lllIlINININRHHNEEEEEE

Subject: Closing of Washington Park

: Natalie Friedl|

susan Gordon' <

Michael, Please see the attached letter to Cleveland Metropolitan School District Chairwoman Anne
Bingham and kindly deliver this letter to her prior to the Board meeting tomorrow night. Thank you and
please call me if you have any questions.

Kurt Karakul

President and Executive Director
Third Federal Foundation

7007 Broadway Ave,

Cleveland, Ohio 44105

hdkkhkkhhhrhhdhhhdhhddhdhhbhhdhrhhdhdrhhhrhhhhhhhrhdhrhhrhdhhhrhrhhhbrhbhrrhrdhrhdhrhthk

Confidentiality Notice:

This e-mail message, any attachment, and the information therein is
confidential, intended only for the named recipient(s), and may contain
material that is proprietary, privileged, or otherwise private under
applicable law. If you have received this message in error, or are not a
named recipient:

(1) You are advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this
e-mail, or the information in its content, is strictly prohibited;

(2) We ask you immediately to notify the sender by return e-mail or contact
Third Federal at 1-800-THIRD-FED (1-800-844-7333);

(3) We instruct you to delete this e-mail message and any attachment from
your computer.

Thank vou.
LRSS RS RS E R R R AR RS SR R SR R R R R R R R R S R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RS S R R R R R R R R



Third Federal

FOUNDATION

Kurt Karakul

Executive Director

Ms. Anne Bingham November 18, 2019
Chairwoman, Cleveland metropolitan School District

1111 Superior Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Dear Chairwoman Bingham,

The Third Federal Foundation since its creation in 2007 has invested substantially in the
Cleveland Municipal School District including the creation of the Slavic Village P-16
Educational program which | created with Eric Gordon. Our P-16 has over 70 partners
who create wrap around services which work to remove the barriers that prevent learning
from going forward in the 5 CMSD K-8 Schools and in the only CMSD [ligh School in
this neighborhood, Washington Park Environmental Academy. We believe our long term
investment has yielded some good progress toward academic success but understand we
have much work yet to do. It was surprising to me to learn that the Board is considering
closing Washington Park and I would confirm the request Chris Alvarado made in his
letter to you for a meeting to discuss the plans for the school.

Our neighborhood has endured the closing of South High and now the closing of Willow
School next year. I request that we have the opportunity to explore the options with
Washington Phark before g/decision is made to close it.

Kurt Karakul
President and Exccutive Director
Third Federal Foundation

Third Federal Foundation

7007 Br(mdwal iw:nm: ('li'vi ind (Ohio 44105


































































Save Washington Park
Environmental Science Academy

e By signing below we are officially requesting that the members of CMSD Board of
Education vote against the consolidation of Washington Park ESA into East Technical
High School. We believe that Washington Park should continue as it is, where it is: in our
community.

e We are further requesting a meeting be held somewhere in our community so that
parents, students, and community members have the opportunity to voice their opinion
and have their questions answered.
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Resolution No. 2019

Council Member Polensek

by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law.

jho 11-11=19 FOR: Council Member Polensek


















Need for Understand |Understand |Understand
Date Entered I am a(n)... Engagement |Engagement HS Rec K8 Rec Timing Additional ?
11/06/19 3:23 PM CMSD Employee Extensive Strongly Agree |Strongly Strongly Strongly Agree  |Some thoughts regarding the high school recommendations:
engagement Agree Agree
(attended at 1. Combine the East Tech and Jane Addams Culinary programs this year. The current East Tech program is
least one of the rudimentary due to lack of full staffing and poor facilities for the program. The Jane Addams program is fully
community functional but could use an additional teacher for more thorough implementation. Combining the programs this
meetings AND year would allow all of the chefs together in the design of the kitchen and restaurant and to combine the
spent time on programs and build their team.
the website)
2. Ensure that staffs in all of the schools that are being merged are, in fact, merging. If you wish to truly combine
the schools into a new identity and build community trust in the merger, you need to include staff from all schools
in this transition and not exit staff from the schools that have the misfortune to be in buildings that are
unsustainable. You also need to consider the scope of the moves and the sheer number of school personnel
that you will ultimately need to move. With the vast majority of sites on the east side being impacted, you will be
reshuffling the deck if you follow either the SIG or investment strategies for staffing--both were less than
successful.
3. Consider moving Ginn to Glenville, as they play all of their sports their anyway, which would eliminate the
OHSAA issues that you have with that school. You could move Collinwood and New Tech East to the Margaret
Spellacy building which would preserve the identity of Collinwood and the New Tech programming that exists on
the east side. Move MLK to East Tech and combine all of the east side Academies of Cleveland sites into a true
east side career center. You could add new programming, such as the proposed welding, to Glenville and give
the Ginn boys some important CTE opportunities, which they currently do not have.
4. Either move New Tech West to Bard or the current Facing History New Tech to preserve that program. They
have done solid work and are one of the higher performing high schools. It doesn't make sense to get rid of
something that is working.
11/03/19 9:59 AM  |Community Partner |Passive Strongly Agree |Strongly Strongly Agree
engagement Agree Agree
(did not attend
any of the
community
meetings BUT
spent time on
the website)
11/02/19 6:09 PM Community Partner |Extensive Agree Agree Agree Disagree Leave Collinwood HS open. The community needs the school. Find programming to put into the school to get to
engagement the 400 student minimum

(attended at
least one of the
community
meetings AND
spent time on
the website)




11/01/19 12:35 PM

CMSD Employee

Active
engagement
(attended at
least one of the
community
meetings OR
provided
feedback
through the
website)

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

Historically families and students have picked Jane Addams because it was a safe and friendly school
environment. That is not the case anymore because the powers that be have been constantly chipping away at
this building and its programs for years.

It feels that the goal has been for a while to close Jane Addams.

The lack of communication about it future has been alarming. Emails do not get answered at all, meetings are
not scheduled and everyone passes the buck to some other department or budget as an answer why we cant
improve our building a few years ago and now.

If you are build out a new culinary department in East Tech this will cost considerably more funds to make it a
proper working educational kitchen with dining room, restrooms, parking, etc.. It will have to be all or nothing, not
just an update to the existing cafeteria.

Parents already have reported that they will not be moving their children to East for their senior year, what
happens if our enrollment drops significantly? It all about number in the building and we are more likely to get the
students here if we have the programs to offer as we have had in the past.

Why cant the focus be on building out JA to be what it was once was?

The culinary department is already here, a few updates and replacement of older equipment and we bring back
other programs to the building. Washington park could be here to do farm to table lessons.

A part of this or any new plan needs to have constant communication with us instructors that live this building
every day, and answer the questions, what will it take to make the successful and safe place it was many years
ago.

Please think about an application process and screening for this building and all of your specialized programs. It
will help ensure we are educating children that want to be in these programs.




10/31/19 7:11 AM

CMSD Employee

Extensive
engagement
(attended at
least one of the
community
meetings AND
spent time on
the website)

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

What is the plan for staffing of these combined schools? Are you going to be non-renewing principals and
assistant principals? What will be the administrative structure? Have you had conversations with teachers about
how this will effect their employment/location? What have you done to ease the stress caused by your
decisions?

What is in place to address the needs of the special education population in your new structure?

Why would you close Jane Addams when it has always been a place for students who want to feel safe, which
includes a high population of LGBTQ students?

Have you considered combining Washington Park with Jane Addams which would give you the target number of
400-500 students, since the programs are related to each other?

Why wouldn't you move Ginn into Glenville?

Have you surveyed all of the impacted students to see what their choice will be when you combine the schools?
What if the new combined high schools do NOT get at least 250 freshman enrolled next year? Won't that signify
to you that the families do not like their new choices?

Why would you move MLK students so far away? Isn't East tech closer?

Will you answer the questions that have been posed by these meetings and this forum?




Date Entered

I am a(n)...

Engagement

Need for
Engagement

Understand HS
Rec

Understand K8
Rec

Understand
Timing

Additional ?

10/30/19 2:22 PM

Parent/Caregiver

No engagement (this is
your first experience
with the process)

Quien penso en los nifios con necesidades especiales? Hableme de los recursos para ellos,
hableme de las escuelas habilitadas, para ellos donde tengan sus terapias 2 veces por semanas,
tengan terapias en agua,Las Olimpiadas especiales, hableme de lo que les ofrecen para que
tengan mejores oportunidades dentro de sus limitaciones se puedan desarrollar. En el area de la
educacion especial no tienen mejoras proyectos ect... Saben porqué porque no los contaron.
Siempre les quutan pero no le dan. Uno de ello pudiera ser su hijo, sobrino, hermano, nieto ect...
Comiencen hacer escuelas preparadas para ellos un lugar digno de ellos habilitado con todos los
recuersos entonces diré aue lo estan haciendo bien.

10/30/19 12:10 PM

CMSD Employee,
Parent/Caregiver

Agree

Please not that the form that this person filled out was a previous version and the drop down
questions were not the ones above. In addition, there were 4 questions for comment--so they had
the incorrect form.

Content: Most important factors CMSD should consider in this process

Student safety, ease with which students learn at New Tech West

Help CMSD understand how you would make these decisions:
| would consider leaving New Tech West open so that the students can develop well and feel safe.
Communication: How can we help the community to make hard decisions?

There would be no problem with the community, if our school, New Tech West at Brooklawn, was
left open, because they love the school. Leave it open for the community and our students.

Nffar clinnactinne: Kaan lietaninn tn tha rammiuinitv thraninh thaca thinae nf maatinae

10/29/19 6:55 PM

Did not answer

-Is it safe to say that staff will follow school program for most part?
-Sports

-How would budget of 100k be allocated among 5 different programs
-What's going to happen to the memorabilia?

10/23/19 12:08 PM

CMSD Employee

Extensive engagement
(attended at least one
of the community
meetings AND spent

Will money be set aside to finish updating Rhodes? After year 2 of purchasing furniture, funding
ran out. Initially, the plan included new classroom furniture for most classrooms, updating the
cafeteria and the library. About half the classrooms and the cafeteria still need to be completed




Date Entered

I am a(n)...

Engagement

Need for
Engagement

Understand HS
Rec

Understand K8
Rec

Understand
Timing

Additional ?

10/20/19 8:45 PM

Community Partner

Active engagement
(attended at least one
of the community
meetings OR provided
feedback through the
website)

Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree

Agree

Agree

BGC would like to assist at East Tech to convert natatorium to Auxiliary gym.

East Tech any chance to create entrepreneurialism such as beauty and cosmetology, software
coding and soft applications

Transportation - increase bussing during transition maybe for a grow in period. MLK to Glenville
RTA - ReRoute buses to stop at HS during peak times --> high school specials --> routes
Transportation --> explore BGC to provide transport JA to ET, WP to ET

Does TriC East have hi tech and is it more convenient to JFK

Eric - thanks this is hard and you handle with grace

Will CMSD inin a new ranfarance and dicenlve eanate leanue

10/20/19 8:37 PM

Parent/Caregiver,
Resident

No engagement (this is
your first experience
with the process)

Agree

Disagree

Disagree

Disagree

Do we really need updated schools? Build smaller satellite schools into the communities, leaving
the large buildings for the overflow (if any).

Will students meet the requirements to enter a good college? Teachers need to be prepared to
handle the children that come from a school (charter) that's not up to speed. No child should be left
out of the job market due to a lack of skills to obtain a job that earns a living wage. Take those
empty rooms and have course on a entry level that will prep these students for Community College
level courses [Ex: CNC, nursing aides, et cetera)

Social Service, career counseling is a must. On page 15 of the Long Term School Plan handout it
gives the view on the future of jobs. I'd like to say that SOME students do not want to fit into what
large corporations need. Will there be business classes incorporated in their studies that will allow
someone to step out and become business owners, designers, musicians, or builders (page 19)

| just talking about the basic things because when or if these big corporate people decide
something else, what happens to the young people we've spend tax dollars to train? Culinary arts is
a good program because from that training a student can be a business owner. Specialty programs
should be offered to all. One of my children went to school (up til high school) for computers
engineering (this was his hope) but was SENT to another high school because this is where the
school board SAID that he had to go! Will this inconsistent assigning of students stop? The high
school was violent and did not have the classes he needed. Can these programs (or some) be
online courses? The future of our students has a lot to do with our economy. Adult education! I'm
glad she spoke on it. My granddaughter is a designer but TriC dropped a sewing class due to a lack
of people to attend! The classes from our schools should link up to the college classes.

10/19/19 8:34 PM

CMSD Employee, Other
(Chef Szalkowski)

Active engagement
(attended at least one
of the community
meetings OR provided

Strongly
Disagree

Agree

Agree

We need help now, class size is large, impossible to effectively teach as | have in the past. Please
give us a classroom Culinary Instructor




Today’s Date: November 4, 2019

Date Received & Time

Name & Return Number

Concern, Inquiry
( Brief Detailed Description)

11/4/19- 5:20 p.m.

Robert Kilo

Just on my heart to reach out. | know your busy but
I wanted to reach out regarding Collinwood and
Glenville as a citizen and no other capacity.
Wondering rather you think a long term realization
could be that Glenwood, Coach Ginn, CMSD
Partnership vision that could be a tremendous
benefit to kids in the future. Again this was just on
my mind certainly as a citizen and | want to do
what | can where | can.




From: Stanton, Julie <Julie.Stanton@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 2:53 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: Long Term Planning

Mr. Gordon,

Thank you for taking the time to answer questions and engage in dialogue last week at the
community meeting. As we make the transition | would like to offer to assist with the transition
if needed. Thank you again.

Mrs. Stanton

Julie Stanton

Washington Park Environmental Studies



From: L Queta Worley

Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 7:12 AM
To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>

Subject: If Collinwood closes, will kids be in danger? Parents, students fear gang violence, neighborhood
decline | News Break

http://www.mvnewsbreak.me/m/articles/?7nb bkt tmpl=control2&nb mail 1d=2019-11-

03 evening&docid=0NFneAHg&s=dmg local briefing.web2&nb uid=44804131&nb email=k
eetaworlev(@gmail.com&nb zip=44105&email click=bm sl 44105448041311572823829 448
04131 evening& r=0&af dp=newsbreak://opendoc?docid=0NFneAHg&actionsre=dmg local

briefing.web2 '

This will be a ridiculous mess O

Some of scholars mixing in with these other schools WILL be a whole different experience !!!!
DO YOU AND THE BOARD MEMBERS REALLY UNDERSTAND AND CARE CMSD
ARE MIXING UP RIVALS ? I really don't appreciate it myself. As alumni of EasTech. I am so
very THANKFUL while [ was at EasTech we didn't have to bothered with any of this !!! We
didn't have time for any of this. It was hard enough going to school every day, making sure I get
all my studies done in my subjects, maintaining & sustaining to be a regular teenager. Plus there
were quite a few friends died, my family and I had couple different people pass away. I really
and truly hope you all can get prepared with more security. O THERE'S A GREAT NEED !!!!
BE READY FOR RIVALS OF THE SCHOOLS & GANG RELATED. PLEASE DON'T ACT
LIKE IT'S NOT REAL!



From: monica doyle
Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:13 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>; Houser, Michael
<Michael.Houser@clevelandmetroschools.org>; ann.bingham- I

jasmine.frye willettaamilan_ kathleen.v
heard sar_ denise.lin
lisathomas| R rpryce @city.cleveland.oh.us; communications@city.cleveland.oh.us
Cc: Mike Polensek <mpolensek@clevelandcitycouncil.org>; Mary Louise Daley
<mdaley@clevelandcitycouncil.org>

Subject: Closing Collinwood High?!

robert-

Dear Mayor Jackson, Mr. Gordon and members of the CMSD Board,

I am very distressed to learn that Collinwood High School is on the chopping block and wish to
express my concerns over what a damaging and unnecessary move this would be for my
community and the East side of Cleveland as a whole.

Firstly, from what | heard Mr. Gordon say at the Glenville meeting, that this is not a cost saving
strategy, then why is it even a consideration?

Is there something disadvantageous to perhaps smaller class sizes? Less stressed teachers who
can better connect with their students? Students who may not have the best chance they
deserve at a good education due to circumstances beyond their control?

This should be a new benchmark in education for Cleveland students, not a threat to its
existence.

Please explain why the East side of Cleveland is constantly kicked to the curb when it comes to
vital resources like education. Especially when it would be unconscionable to a reasonable
mind, which | am hoping like hell that you all possess.

My property taxes just skyrocketed this past year, and not because my property is more
valuable in the market, just because the city claims it needs more money. That'd be fine if it

was put to use to help my community get back on its feet from the deep depression it has
suffered since longer than | can remember.

Instead it manifests in more cuts to vital services like the police force, incentives for new
businesses and better schools. It's as if the residents are being targeted as the problem, when
it's indeed the powers that be.

I implore you to abandon the consideration of closing this historic and vital school in the
Collinwood community. We don't need another vacant property, especially one that cuts the
heart out of one of the proudest beacons we have left.

Sincerely,
Monica Doyle



From: Larry Mumford

Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 6:47 AM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: New Tech West

Good morning, Superintendent Gordon,

My name is Larry Mumford.l have continued my passion for teaching and learning by offering
professional development, instructional coaching, and classroom consulting in many sites in the CMSD
District, Grades K-12. | actually began my instructional coaching at East High with KnowledgeWorks
under the skill, vision, expertise, and guidance of Ms. Carol Lockhart. This year, | am fortunate to work
this with Principal Leonard, her great staff, and students at New Tech West.! had intended to be at the
meeting last Tuesday to support, first hand, the great teaching and learning that occurs daily at New
Tech West.Unfortunately, | was out of town.

lam extremely impressed with the leadership and the staff’s commitment to the professional
development that | am leading (Marzano’s Nine Research-Based Instructional Strategies, Differentiated
Instruction, and Strategies for Literacy and Writing ACROSS the Content Areas).The teachers possess a
vision for effective instruction.They have a plan for reaching/teaching those below, at, and above grade
level, and they transfer that plan to daily instruction. The staff memberscertainly model genuine care,
high expectations, energy, enthusiasm, and effective teaching (as opposed to just explaining and
assigning).

In my soon to be published book, My Passion for Teaching, | refer often to the Five Classrocom
Essentials.These essentials and the components of The Effective Teaching Playbook are evident in every
classroom at New Tech West. In my 54 years of education (36 teaching, 19 coaching/consulting), | have
not witnessed a more dedicated, engaging staff.One only needs to visit each room to gain a pulse of
where they are in regard to their students. Their ability to engage, motivate, teach to specific aligned
fearning goals, circulate the room with intent/purpose, reinforce effort, and provide recognition is so
commendable.

Having experienced downsizing and consolidating buildings in Lorain and many other districts where |
have taught, consulted, and coached, | do understand your vision.However, if there is a chance to keep
New Tech West open, you will not be disappointed.

Thank you for your work in CMSD.! look forward to meeting you.If | can be of any assistance in regard to
this matter or any other, please do not hesitate to contact me.Thank you for your continued efforts for
all stakeholders in CMSD.

Sincerely,
Larry Mumford




From: Lisa Thomas -

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 8:56 AM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>; Anne Bingham _

Subject: Fwd: Schools

Here is an email I received from the Monday night meeting.

e Forwarded message ---------
From: -
Date: Mon, Oct 28, 2019, 10:48 PM
Subject: Schools

To:

Dear Lisa:

I’m sorry for not remembering you when you introduced myself; I wasn’t aware I knew a school
board member, and so it produced a little cognitive dissonance.

Now that I think back to when I wrote my op-ed on the schools, I did learn at the time there was
a CSU person on the board but I didn’t know you at the
time: https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2014/02/doing the right thing for our.html

But I made a decision a while back to stay out of Cleveland politics, being that I'm not a
Cleveland resident, and even though I’'m a district resident, I’ve not really payed enough
attention to the issues of the district.

So, I don’t think I’ve since then when we’ve interacted that I put two and two together with
respect to your role at CSU and your role on the Board. I had long ago forgotten there was a
CSU person on the board or I would likely have sought you out in the past. T haven’t found that
the district was very interested in my proposal we look at alternative funding solutions such as
those I proposed, since at the time I couldn’t get any acknowledgement of my op-ed, so I gave
up.

The other op-ed I mentioned in my remarks was this: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/our-kids-
need-hope-isnt-all-michael-dover/

I’m also very concerned that consensus seems to be reached in the county that education
solutions are the solution to 400 years of inequity. As ! argued in my op-ed and tonight with
reference to Pittsburgh, these Say Yes types of programs seems to me to be ludicrous. We need
Mr. Gordon and the board to recognize we are at a turning point and that we can’t survive
closing of two more historic buildings, more busing of kids to high schools, etc. My social work
background was in union-based EAPs and job programs and so I’'m more oriented to work than
to education in terms of social policy.

However, as a self-declared progressive pragmatist, ['m open to a wide variety of perspectives
for how to involve the public, nonprofit and private sectors in solutions to our social problems,



but more fundamental is my commitment to democracy itself. I see you did an historical
dissertation as well; mine suggests that school board democracy is fundamental to our larger

democratic system. It is the training ground for our democracy. The people of the Cleveland
district have been denied that in a way that is terrible and tragic.

But since I teach open-mindedness, I’d be glad to read the study you mentioned that has
concluded that nothing can be done with the unused portion of the buildings. '

Mike

Michael A. Dover, Ph.D., MSSW, LISW




From: Destiny Robinson |-

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 10:42 AM
To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: Speech from Wednesday evening at Garrett Morgan

My name is Destiny Robinson and | am a proud student at New Tech West High School. There
are a lot of reasons why New Tech West is important to me but one thing that stands out is the
community we have throughout our school. The community we have is supportive and
collaborative and it has grown tremendously throughout my four- years being here. The support
at this school is unbelievable. The teachers can tell that you are struggling and help you the
best way they know how. They have also helped me plan out my life for the future. | have
applied to Chio State University and Kent State University to major in nursing and a minor in
foreign language. On another note at New Tech West collaborative learning is an important
aspect of our school. Our school is a project- based learning environment which help students
have better communication with one another. While New Tech West is a project- based school
we are also a technology based school. We use technology everyday to keep track of grades,
complete assignments, and to contact teachers and our peers. | hope the information that you
have heard tonight from me and my fellow scholars will help you reconsider phasing out our
school that we consider home.



From: Clara Haskell Botstein _

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 1:11:42 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>

Cc: Fowler-Mack, Christine <Christine.Fowler-Mack@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: input from Bard on future school facility plans

Dear CEO Gordon,

| hope you're well. I've been following CMSD's efforts to plan for the future of Cleveland
schools, and | understand that Bard has come up as a potential site for a co-location. |
wanted to weigh in on behalf of the College as this discussion gets underway.

While we certainly understand the need for facilities, we have real concerns about co-
locating another school at Bard High School Early College. This campus is thriving, in large
part because we've had the space to build our distinctive early college culture.

We are using the space fully, and students and faculty are used to that. We also have been
increasing our student body size and are open to continuing to grow, so the space
constraints would become more acute.

In addition, given the layout and current space use and needs, it would be hard to cleanly
divide the building between and Bard and another school. We have had challenges with co-
locations in other places when there isn't a clear separation of space, especially given that
we have a fairly unique approach to scheduling and student freedom within the building,
intended to mirror a college environment.

Thank you for considering this as you review the options, and don't hesitate to reach out if
you would like to discuss this further. Bard would be happy to do more as a partner with
CMSD to help with the district's broader strategy in other ways, including offering college
courses to other high schools. I'm copying Christine, whom we've talked to about this
possibility.

Thank you both for your leadership.

Best,
Clara

Clara Haskell Botstein
Associate Vice President
Bard Early Colleges

www.bard.edu/earlvcollege




From: Leutenegger, Deron <Deron.Leutenegger@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 2:59 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>

Subject: New Tech West

Hi,

| just wanted to say thanks and send kudos for the informational night yesterday at Garrett
Morgan. It can't be the easiest or must enjoyable part of your job and you handled it very well.

I know that hard decisions have to made, but | hope that something works out for the future of
our program. So much time, energy and effort has been invested in our 10 years that it would
be a shame to see it go to waste. This is the first school | have been at where | have

received true professional level experiences. Attending New Tech Conferences to learn what
project based learning is and how to plan and deliver it, attending leadership conferences as a
thought partner for Ms. Frew to focus on our continual development, and the numerous
meetings of our staff to focus on support for each other and our students are among the many
things that have helped me grow as an educator.

We have transitioned over the last few years to our new building leadership team that has
supported and enhanced our learning environment and school culture.

Having been other places in my 25 years in the district, and having worked with many superb
educators, | honestly believe that this is a truly unique and exceptional staff. | know that if we
are given a home, a permanent home, we will be able to promote and recruit and get our
numbers to where they need to be.

Thanks again.

Deron Leutenegger

EDUCATOR: Digital Media

Cleveland Metropolitan Schoot District
New Tech West High School @ Brooklawn
11801 Worthington Ave. 44111



From: karen mcduffie _>

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 6:35 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: Transition plan

Good evening Mr. Gordon,

| apologize for not attending the meeting scheduled to discuss the plan but | am
unfortunately recovering from a broke foot and should not be walking or driving. | am
writing to express my true concern about merging MLK in the Glenville High School. |
am a MLK alumni and my son Xander is a current student. Xander is in the Special
Education program and | worry about the safety not just for Xander but all of the
students. | feel before increasing students in Glenville safety in the school and
neighborhood should be addressed. | have heard of many children leaving that area out of
fear. 1 do not feel our children can learn in that type of environment. | feel it’s my job as a
parent and yours as an educator to protect all the children.

| understand the schools are large and enrollment is low but maybe another option should
be put in place. MLK has always had a small student enrollment as when | attended and
graduated in 1991 there were no more than 400 students but that is what we loved about
the school. I think children do better in small environments.

| appreciate all that you do and | understand you have to address the issue but | ask that
MLK be left out of plan not just for the children but the thought of closing a school
named after a great leader and example for all children.

Thanks for listening

Karen McDuffie-Hall

Make lemonade with your lemons in life [J
Karen



From: Guley, ki
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 11:15 PM

To: Gordon, Eric <Eric.Gordon@clevelandmetroschools.org>
Subject: A freshmen academy

Hello Mr. Gordon,

My name is Kimili Gulley and I've been teaching at Glenville for 6 years. Year after year |
watch 9th graders come here in need of guidance; many students are overwhelmed
with learning a new culture and get 'lost'. This ultimately leads to failure and results in
students taking credit recovery (if it's available for underclassmen).

To help our freshmen, | suggest that you request the opening of a freshmen academy to
the board of education. This will keep students on track, reduce the number of students
needing to take credit recovery and will probably increase the number of students who
will pass the OST.

Thank you for your time and | hope that you would seriously consider this request for
next school year.

Kimili Gulley
Math Teacher

Glenville High School
650 East 113th Street, Cleveland, OH 44108

h
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October 28, 2019

Mr. Eric Gordon

CEO, Cleveland Municipal School District
1111 Superior Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Dear Eric,

As CEO, you and your staff are recommending the closure of Collinwood High
School. This would have a devastating impact not only on the students who
attend the high school, but also a devastating impact on the Five Points Business
District as well as the existing prek-8 schools that presently send students to
Collinwood High School.

Reasons for Not Closing Collinwood High School

1) In 2014, Issue 4; CMSD promised this Councilman, and the Ward 10
Councilman at this time, and the greater community that if we supported
this Issue then Collinwood HS and such schools as lowa-Maple Elementary
School would not be closed. Now, five years later, you are reneging on this
promise.

2) Collinwood High School occupies an entire city bIc_)ck at lvanhoe Road, East
152 Street and St Clair-Avenue.

3) Itis an historic landmark and is the largest high school, physical plant, in the
CMSD system. It houses a stand-alone gymnasium with bleachers, Olympic
sized swimming pool and a 1,200-seat magnificent auditorium restored by
GE — NELA Park. The historic 6 story tower is an icon of the community.
Besides, it has an elevator and numerous classrooms and technical facilities
including an auto shop.

City Hall 601 Lakeside Avenue N. E., Room 220, Cleveland, OH 44114 - Phone (216) 664-4236 - Fax (216) 664-3837
Email mpolensek@clevelandcitycouncil.org



4) The exterior brick of the school building, approx. 10-15 years ago, was
cleaned and tuck-pointed and new windows were installed throughout the
building. In addition, a new roof was added to the entire building less than
ten years ago.

5) The Collinwood High School serves the following communities: North Shore
Collinwood, Collinwood and Nottingham Villages, and Euclid-Green.
Approximately 34,220 residents according to 2017 Census data live in the
greater community and thus, is larger than the Glenville community of
27,268, by far.

6) Collinwood is the site of the “Schools as a Neighborhood Resource”
initiative funded in partnership with the City of Cleveland, CMSD and the
Neighborhood Leadership Institute which provides additional educational
and recreational activities at the facility. By closing the school, and thus the
building, these programs would cease to be available to serve the
community which are provided even throughout the summer and include a
meal program. These programs are not normally available in the school and
are an addition to the programs offered at the Collinwood Recreation
Center on Lakeshore Boulevard.

7) The closure would affect property values in the greater community
specifically in the Collinwood and Nottingham Villages area and Euclid-
Green. A local real estate agent told me that it would be more difficult to
sell a home/rent out a home because of the lack of a co-ed high school in
the community.

8) The Greater Collinwood Development Corporation is vehemently against
this merger and the closing of Collinwood High School. A letter has been
sent written and signed by their Board President.

9) With the proposed consolidation at Glenville HS, which should remain
open, for the Glenville community needs their own stand-alone high school
as well, it would add 2.2 miles to students’ travel for students presently
attending Collinwood High School. If a student lives in the Euclid-Green
neighborhood (Euclid Avenue) and takes the RTA, they would have to take
2 buses and the Rapid (50 minutes) to get to Glenville HS or walk from






14) Collinwood is like the hub of a wheel, when you look at a map where
the other CMSD schools are located on the northeast side, they are the rim of
that wheel (OH Perry, Memorial, Hannah Gibbons-Nottingham, Euclid Park,
East Clark and Kenneth Clement Leadership Academy) and would all suffer
dramatically due to this decision. The numbers you are projecting with the
consolidation at Glenville is wrong and we all know it. By closing lowa-Maple
and Michael R. White elementary schools on top of what you are proposing at
Collinwood and the impact on the other prek-8's, you will never see the
numbers you are proposing. In fact, as you are projecting a 4% decline in
student population, regardless.

Eric, at the end of the day, the 2020 Census is just around the corner, why isn’t
CMSD waiting to see what the population numbers before implementing this
draconian plan. Is it because the Collinwood community will show that it is
stabilizing after the 2006-2008 economic crash? Community Development and
City Planning have to be involved in this process; for, | can recall in Council, as |
am sure you can, west side members pleaded with CMSD to NOT close West Tech.
At that time they stated that the demographics and population projections were
changing and that the building should not be taken off-line. CMSD went against
the pleas of Council and community. Now they have to build a new Westside high
school; so much for planning and looking to the future.

The closure of Collinwood HS will have a devastating impact upon the north east
side, specifically the Collinwood and Nottingham Villages area and Euclid-Green
neighborhoods. The numbers of students that CMSD are projecting to be at
Glenville- is wrong and we all know it. Because you are proposing to close two
prek-8 schools in Glenville, as well. If you read the fine print in your gameplan,
after all of this carnage of closing schools, you are still projecting a 4% decline in
the eastside student population.

My question to you Eric and the CMSD School Board is “what is your gameplan for
the east side of the City?” Is it more disinvestment and closures? | fear that will
be the case, if you carry forth with this plan. You will certainly destabilize these
neighborhoods even those clawing their way back.
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